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T is ordered by the Lords Spiritual and Temporal in 
Parliament Aſſembled, That the Thanks of this Houſe 
ſhall be, and are hereby given to the Lord Archbiſhop 
of Armagh, Primate of all Ireland, for his Sermon Preached 
before this Houſe the 29th of Movember laſt at Chri/t- 
Church; and his Grace is hereby defired to Print and 
Publiſh the ſame, and that no Perſon do preſume to Print 
the ſaid Sermon, but ſuch as his Grace ſhall appoint. 7 
Hen. Baker Sterne, Cler Parliamentor. 


\ 


porn 
tes THURSDAY, Nov. 20, 1759. 


the D Ax appointed for a 


GENERAL THANKSGIVING: 


. Before Hrs GRACE 


JOHN 1 Dbox of BEDFORD, 


Lord Lieutenant, General, and General Governor of Is ELAND:; 
| = e 


1 THE 
LORDS SerrITUAL and TEMPORAL in PARLIAMENT Aſſembled. 
wy Ss. Rt 1 . 
By GEORGE, Lord ARchRISsHO of Armagh, and 
PRIMAT E of all [REL AND. | 
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Publiſhed by the | Special cane! of His G1 RACE the Lord Lieutenant, 
And by Order of the Houſe of Len, 


— 9 — _— 


\ LOND CN, 
Printed for W. JounsToN, in Lindgate Street. MDCCLX. 
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the Concerns and Intereſts of Mankind to be conducted and. 

over-ruled according to the wiſeſt and moſt gracious Plan of 
Government: It is therefore the only ſolid Foundation of rational 
Joy or Comfort in all the various Situations of Proſperity : and Ad- 
verſi 

"With thoſe honed Perſons * FS not admit the 1 of 

one Supreme Being of infinite Power, Wiſdom and Goodneſs, there. 
can be no Reaſoning ; as they are blind to the common Principles of 
all Demonſtration, and inattentive to the moſt obvious Appearances 
of Nature. Upon the Suppoſition of Fate or Chance, unintelligible 
and empty Sounds, which they muſt have Recourſe to, there can 
neither 5 Certainty nor Evidence; nor can there be any real Hope 
of convincing — until they are cured of this Habit of Doubting ;. 
rather to be deemed a Diſtemper and Weakneſs of the Mind, * 
the Reſult of reaſonable Difßcuities. 1 415 
But when once-the Belief of a Supreme Being is admitted, all 
Good and Gracious, endued with the moſt phe 7 i Benevolence, 
towards every Creature capable of H appineſs or Miſery, and enabled, 
by infinite Wiſdom and Power to carry his kind Purpoſes into im-, 
mediate Execution ; what muſt in Theory, be the, neceſſary Conſe- 
quence of ſuch a Suppoſition, but that * is One ſteady imparti 
Plan of Righteouſneſs perpetually purſued, of which every Diſpen- 
ſation of Proyidence is an apt and eſſential Part? The Obje& of 
ſuch 'a Being muſt be the greateſt, poſlible Good; md, NO Impedi; 


ment can reſtrain his Intentions. | | 
B ; | The 
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The Plan will not diſtinctly appear to ſhort-ſighted Creatures, 
whoſe Exiſtence in this World is but a very ſmall Part of their true 
and natural Life.—Neither will it appear from the Hiſtory of the 
whole Race of the Inhabitants of the World; which is but a ſhort 
Period of the divine Adminiſtration. To us it muſt then be ſuffi- 
cient, if we are convinced by Religion and Reaſon, that ſuch a 
Scheme is carried on, and will finally be accompliſhed ; if we are 
able in this preſent Scene of apparent Happineſs and Miſery, of 
varied Bleſſings and Diſappointments to account for moſt of them 
upon this Suppoſition, that the Evils experienced by Us may be con- 
ſiſtent with {i Goodneſs of God, may have a falutary Tendency, 
and are not to be confidered as Objections to the divine Govern- 
ment. A created Being muſt be at ar imperfect, endued with 
Liberty, and gradually advancing to the Uſe of his ſuperior Facul- 
ties. He muſt be liable to Errors both in his Judgment and Practice. 
He is therefore the proper Subje& of Diſcipline : And perhaps an 
alternate Series of Calamity and Enjoyment may be neceſſary to 
bring Him to a juſt Senſe of his real Happineſs and Intereſt ; until 
he ſhall have found, by ee erience, that the flattering Ob- 
jects which promiſed moſt fairly at his firſt ſetting out, have in thge 
Poſſeſſion of them been attended with Satiety, Diſguſt, Diſappoint- 
ment, and Remorſe; and that many Accidents, which He conſidered 
as real Evils and ſore Diſtreſſes, have turned Him into the Road to 
more ſatisfactory and worthy Purſu its. 
When we find hen, üpon the moſt ſaperficial Review of what 
paſſes in the World, that God's Government of his rational Crea- 
tures 1s conducted by theſe Meaſures and to theſe Ends; That both 
ſingle Perſons and aggregate Bodies are ſometimes viſited by great 
and heavy Misfortunes, ſometimes raiſed by a Flood of Proſperity, 
and often by a Torrent of utthoped for and unmerited Succeſs It 
becomes us to conſider with the utmoſt Attention theſe different 
Diſpenſations; impartially to examine both the One and the Other, 
that We may, as far as we are able, diſcover the Tendency of 
each: And if. theſe Reflexions ſuggeſt any new Materials for con- 
vincing Us of the Wiſdom and Goodneſs of Providence, point out 
to Us any particular Duty, ſuggeſt any new Means of acquiring: 
real and rational Happineſs, We ſhall have Reaſon to rejoice in the 
Teſtimony they yield to what is fo ſtrongly inculcated in the Words 
of the Text: And Meditations of this Nature will be an Exerciſe 
well ſuited to the Solemnity of the Pay. oo 
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We need not look for Arguments to aſſert che Truth of What has 
thus far been ſaid: It will be aſſented to as often as it is propoſed : 
But ſuch is the Weakneſs and Inattention of Men, that ſomething 

more than Words is too often wanted, and therefore is ordered by 

| God, to raiſe in our Minds ſuch a juſt and lively Senſe of his Om- 
nipotence, to make ſuch an Imprefiion of his actual Superintendency 
over the Affairs of this World, as will produce that Obedience to 
his Laws, and that Dependence upon his Will, without which our 

Belief is in Effect nothing. 

Depravity of Principle, deliberate and conſiderate Unbelief are 
not brought into this Account: But the Want of Couſideration only, 
through which Men grow habitually to overlook the Workings of 
Nee ane ; and unleſs ſuddenly. awakened by ſome great Stroke 
ſeldom reflect upon the Events which they, ſee happen in the W old 
as the. Reſult of God's determinate Council and Operation. 
It is very poſſible alſo, that the apparent Perplexities and 1 
larities which are permitted to take Place, the unequal Diſtribution 
of Good and Evil, of Rewards and Puniſhments, as the Account 
ſeems to ſtand, may, in the Minds of thoſe who take only a tran- 

ſient View of Things, give a Caſt, of Doubt and Diſtruſt, whether, 
admitting the Exiſtence of a ſupreme God with all his Attributes, 
we may be faid now to enjoy the full Benefit of his Protection, or 
whether in this State he did really intend any great Share of Hap- 
pineſs for us. It may be ſaid, that there is a Train of natural Exils 
attending upon Mankind promiſcuouſly, which no human Foreſight, 
no Virtue, no Piety can avert : That we ſee Men viſited with Sick-- 
neſs, tortured. by the moſt racking Pains, to which no Vices of their 
own haye contributed, and which neither Medicine nor the ſtricteſt 

Courſe of Temperance can remove or mitigate : That Loſs of For- 

tune ſhall fall upon the moſt Prudent, Loſs of Friends upon the. 

moſt Benevolent, and Loſs of Reputation, (the heavieſt of all Cala- 
mities) perhaps ſometimes upon the moſt Deſerving. If we ex- 
amine the Condition of the World alfo with a more extenſive View, 
and compare the Riſe and Fall of the ſeveral States in it, and the 

Fates of different Sccieties and Communities of Men, we ſhall not, 

it may be, find here every thing, at all Times, anſwerable to what. 

we haſtily conceive it might and ought to be under the Direction of 

a good, wiſe, and almighty Governor. It may be aſked, if we can fix 

our Eyes upon any one Nation in the Earth, and ſay that it is great, 

opulent, and ſucceſsful, in an exact Proportion to the Degree of 

Virtue prevailing amongſt the Inhabitants of it, and that their = 

B 2 War 


- wards and Puniſhments ſeem to be weighed in an equal Ballance, 
or diſtributed by a juſt and impartial Hand! Are the greateſt Em- 
pires in the World always the moſt diſtinguiſhed by their Juſtice, 
their public Faith, their Purity of Manners, and their Piety? Or 
are not theſe Virtues more probably to be found in poorer, and 
weaker States, who are perhaps Tributaries to theſe high Powers 
upon hard ſlaviſn Terms, and hve under continual Apprehenſions of 
being torn in Pieces and devoured by them ?—That Appearances of 
.theſe Inequalities do frequently preſent- themſelves to our View is 
moſt certain.— But it is as certain, that even in theſe Diſpenſations, 
the Workings of Providence may be eaſily traced ; and that reaſon- 
able and conſiderate Men will believe and acquieſce in them; be- 
- cauſe they will ſee how conducive, how neceſſary, they may be to 
anſwer the End of the moral Improvement of God's Creatures, the 
great and worthieſt Purpoſe, as we ſuppoſe, of his Creation. For 
with regard to private Perſons, although it does ſometimes pleaſe 
God to exerciſe the beſt of Men, (thoſe at leaſt whom we think to 

de the beſt of Men) with Afflictions, in order to carry on ſome ge- 
neral Purpoſe, yet if their Sufferings ate really as they appear, the 
Effects of the Vice and Malice of other Men, and not inflicted on 
account of their own ſecret Imperfections, he never fails to ſupport 
their Minds with ſuch an Aſſurance of his Favour, and of a future 
Recompence at laſt, which they, who have in Truth taſted of it, 
find to be a moſt advantageous Exchange for all the temporal Blef- 
ſings they have been deprived of. But although Inſtances of this 
Sort do occur, and why they occur, were it the principal Subject of 
this Day, might be accounted for, yet it muſt not be admitted, that 
good Men are generally the moſt miſerable ; ſince it is evident that 
Virtue and Piety have in them the Foundations of Happineſs even 
in this Life, and that God, for the moſt Part, blefles them with 
Succeſs and Proſperity. „ 
Nor is he leſs gracious nor leſs watchful in his Government over 
Nations and Communities of Men, nor are the Manifeſtations of his 
Providence towards them leſs diſcernible. We are apt to look upon 
States and Governments as great and important Things: They daz- 
zle our Imaginations and fill our Minds with Ideas that we cannot 
range diſtinctly. When we contemplate the wide and extenſive Do- 
minions of ſome Kingdoms, the Magnificence of their Cities, the 
Strength of their Armies, and the Number of their Inhabitants, we 
forget of what periſhable Materials each Part is compoſed. ,. We are 
:loft in the firſt Contemplation, and can proceed no-farther. 'But 
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with the infinite Capacity of God, there can be none of this Con- 
fuſion. In his Eye they are ſtill a Multitude of Men, whom he 
conſiders as they have Souls to be ſaved: And whatever may be the 
Condition of any State ; whether it is at the Ebb or Flow of its Pro- 
ſperity ; whatever Aids or Obſtructions God may give to temporal 
its Grandeur, whether it- is to-be ſoon overthrown by a ſudden Re- 
volution, or whether it is to ſubſiſt a few Ages longer for Purpoſes 
by Us inſcrutable, are Matters of leſs Moment to thoſe whoſe Pro- 
ſpects are not abſolutely bounded by this World, and it is in vain for 
Us to enquire. But ſurely we can no more eſtimate the real Appro- 
bation of God towards a Community by theſe Marks of Greatneſs ; - 
Me can no more think that theſe large, wild, irregular, and diſſolute 
Empires are Scenes of preſent Happineſs ; or that they have any va- 
luable Advantage over the poor, frugal, induſtrious States, whoſe 
Virtues are their only viſible Support; than we can envy the Afflu- 
ence of any ſingle Perſon when We ſee it applied to Vice, Riot and 
Oppreſſion; or pity the humble and leſs glaring State of a ſober re- 
tired Man, who can be contented within narrower Bounds, becauſe 
his Mind and Conſcience are at Peace. ' \ © 
yet even theſe Inequalities are generally in the Courſe of Time 
ſet Right. In the mean while We have other Props for our Faith 
to lean upon, and ought not to want ſuch awakening Notices of 
God's Judgments upon Earth to keep alive our Dependance upon 
Him. Beſides, that we to whom the Evidence, and the eternal 
Happineſs of a future State have been ſo fully revealed, have no 
Warrant from Scripture, nor any Ground from Reaſon to expect 
ſuch ſtriking Proofs, nor the ſame ſenfible Interpoſitions of divine 
Providence in our Favour, even when we may beſt deſerve it, as 
were manifeſted to the Jewiſh Nation on Account of their peculiar 
_ Circumſtances. If therefore any pious Perſons from having read the 
Promiſes made and performed to that People of national Succeſs a- 
gainſt their Enemies, That they ſhall not need to fight in this Battle, 
but ſet Themſelves, land ſtill, and ſee the Salvation of the Lord, * That 
One ſhould chaſe a Thouſand, and Two put Ten Thouſand to Flight. + 
Should Men now I fay, make a literal Application of theſe Promiſes 
to their own Condition, their Expectations muſt be wild and irre- 
gular, and their Minds alternately poſſeſſed by Deſpair, and Enthu- 
ſiaſm. But we may now fee diſtinctly, and ſeeing muſt devoutly 
adore the Hand of God directing all the Events of the World, by 
Turns depreſſing and exilting Nations by a ſteady and regular —_ 
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| of Adminiſtration, calculated to promote the religious and moral 
Improvement of every private Member of every State; and ſufficient 
to convince Us, that in the ordinary Courſe of Things, the general 
Depravity of a Nation muſt end in it's Deſtruction, and that national 
Religion and Virtue do ge along with them great temporal Bleſ- 
ſings, and on. Emergencies, have in them the Promiſe of extraordi- 
nary divine Aſſiſtance. 5 | 
Theſe Laws, theſe juſt and equitable Laws by which God governs 
the World, and the Rewards and Puniſhments by which they are 
ſecured can never be turned aſide, nor ever evaded. . 
They take place evidently in Caſes of public Diſtreſs, as that Di- 
ſtreſs is generally the Effect of great Negligence or Wickedneſs. 
They take place ſtill more evidently in ſignal and providential 
Deliverances, as they are frequently brought about by Reſolution, 
Prudence and Perſeverance; the Fruits of thoſe Plants which a Senſe 
of former Miſcarriages generally forces us to cultivate, and which 
thrive in the Soil of Adverſity. But both in the Diſpenſation of 
theſe Puniſhments and in the Diſtribution of theſe Rewards, the 
Footſteps of an interpoſing Providence do moſt viſibly appear: And 
are never more clearly to be diſtinguiſhed, then when the virtuous 
Endeavours of good Men are attended with unhoped for Succeſs; 
and Succeſs of ſuch a Nature, as the uſual and ordinary Exertion of 
A human Abilities do not ſeem ſufficient to produce: When the Wiſ- 
dom, Integrity, and Reſolution of a ſingle Perſon ſhall catch like a 
Flame, and diffuſe themſelves at once through a whole People : 
When Virtue and public Spirit ufually flow in their Progreſs, ſhall 
take quicker and larger Strides over a Land than the Contagion of 
Vice ever did; That Infection of which human Nature is the moſt 
ſuſceptible. When the Manners, Complexion, and whole Character 
of a 3 are almoſt in one Inſtant changed; Seriouſneſs takes the 
Place of Levity; manly Confidence of Deſpair; and a People ſeem- 
ingly devoted, and + "594, nt we to Ruin, ſhall, by the moſt. 
ſurpriſing and unexpected Revolution, be preſerved, and reſtored to 
their former Dignity and Happineſs. _ If ſuch a Caſe ever did, if it 
does, or if it ever ſhall exiſt; and ſtill more if the Caſe ſhould be. 
our own ; then ſurely thoſe who are the Objects of ſo manifeſt an 
Interpoſition of God, and moſt of all they, who ſhould be the In- 
ſtruments in his Hand, will acknowledge and adore the Providence 
of God; and will underſtand the Language by which He ſpeaketh 
to Men in theſe our Days :—A Language not leſs intelligible, not 


leſs convincing to our Reaſon now, than That was to the Senſes of 
— his 


arch 
Mons 


6 . 
his People of Mrael, when they beheld the Sun ſtand ſtill upon Gi- 
beon, and the Moon in the Valley of Ajalon. 5 | Z 

But who is there fo inattentive to the ſeveral important Events 
and Tranſactions that have for ſome Years paſt engaged the Thoughts - 
of all ſerious Perſons, as not to mark the Traces of a divine Pro- 
vidence, ſeeming in every Period of its Progreſs to beſpeak ſome” 
mighty Purpoſe, to which every previous Step has been gradually 
preparatory, though perhaps the ultimate End and Deſign of God 
may be concealed even from the Inſtruments he has employed? 
Have we not ſeen a Nation comparatively ſmall in its Extent of 
Territory, and Number of its Inhabitants wonderfully encreaſed by 

a humane Reception and Encouragement of - Perſons driven from 
their native Countries, to ſeek the Shelter of milder Laws and more 
equal Government? And the Influence of this State gradually ex- 
tending itſelf under the Adminiſtration of its wiſe and active So- 
vereign? Have we not ſeen this Power nurſed as it were by Pro- 
vidence, until an unexpected and critical Turn in the Affairs of Eu- 
rope by a Change of the moſt natural Alliances, demanded its: 
Weight and Aſſiſtance ? And this at a Time that by the conſum- 
mate Experience of its Prince, his known Sagacity and Fortitude, 
the Confidence and Affection he had eſtabliſhed with his own Sub- 
jects, and with Thoſe now in Alliance with Him, this Nation was 
become juſt ripe for taking up the common Cauſe of the Liberties 
of Europe? And by an amazing Reſiſtance has as yet defeated the 

vaſt Deſigns of thoſe combined Powers, who appear to have aſſo- 
ciated themſelves with no other View than to give Law to the reſt 
of the World? And can we not here obſerve not only the End but 
the kind Means alſo uſed by God in this wonderful Tranſaction ?' 
At once relieving and inſtructing Mankind; by employing thoſe- 
Virtues which are the Ornament, the only Merit, and which onght' 
to be-the only Purſuit of human Nature, as the ſubordinate Cauſes 
with which he has worked towards accompliſhing his gracious Pur-" 
_ poſes? For the Attention of this great Man of whom We are ſpeak- 
ing, to the Welfare of his People either in War or Peace, his per- 
ſonal Temperance, and his public Frugality, which now enable 
Him to ſupport the Burthens of a War, while his moſt powerful 
Enemies are exhauſted, and his equal Government, by which the- 
Hearts of his Subjects are to Him as the Heart of one Man, will 
remain a ſtanding Leſſon to Poſterity, and a Pattern of Imitation to 
all ſucceeding Princes (ſo long as the Story of theſe Times ſhall - be 
remembered, and ſure none can deſerye better to be recorded) ry 
| teac 


| LF 
teach them how formidable a ſmall but united People may become 
hen Virtue is the Cement of their Union. But we above All who 
have been fo critically ſerved by this Inſtrument of Providence, muſt 
acknowledge the Finger of God not only in the Deliverances that 
have been wrought, where he has acted, but in every Feature of the 
Character of that magnanimous Prince, who ſeems to have been 
raiſed, formed, and conducted for this Purpoſe. | 
From this general View of the Nature of the Divine Adminiftra- 
tion, as far as it is exerciſed with reſpect to the Affairs of Mankind, 
we muſt, I think, infer that exactly ſuited to ſuch frail and imper- 
ſect Beings, it is calculated to engage them to purſue the Ways of 
Righteouſneſs and Truth; to convince them of the Superintendency 
of Providence, and that the final Event of all their Undertakings 1s 
entirely depending upon the Will of God; to teach them to conſider 
Diſappointments and Diſtreſſes as his Diſcipline for their Amend- 
ment, and in their moſt proſperous Succeſſes not to confide in their 
own Strength alone, but ſtill to acknowledge that God is the King of 
all the Earth, and to fing their Praiſes with Underſtanding. 3 
Therefore it is that we have here aſſembled ourſelves together in 
Obedience to the Appointment of our gracious King the Fruit of 
his Piety and Wiſdom, to return our Thanks to almighty God for 
the Succeſs with which it has pleaſed Him to bleſs our Armaments 
by Sea and Land: And if ever any Nation was called upon to expreſs 
their religious Joy for Bleſſings of this Kind, and to offer up their 
Thankſgivings to the great Author of them all, We ſurely muſt at 
this Time acknowledge and attend to that Call ; when ſuch a Train 
of fortunate Events has attended the Efforts we have been obliged 
to make in our own Defence with ſo Signal and fo uninterrupted a 
Series of Succeſs ; and perform the Duty conſequent upon it with 
the Seriouſneſs, and under the Influence of the moſt intenſe Devo- 
tion. When We have performed this Part of our Duty, and have 
exulted in the e and profitable Offices of Praiſe and Thankſ- 
wing, and while the Impreſſion of a divine Providence (if what 
has been ſaid can have made any Impreſſion) is yet warm upon our 
Minds, it remains ſtill, that We particularly apply the whole Exer- 
ciſe of the Day to our own State and Condition; and by taking a 
general View of the Situation We have been in, of That we are 
now in, of what we may reaſonably Hope, and of what we have 
ſtill to Fear, that we may ing our Praiſes with Underſtanding : And 
that we may ſo regulate and direct our Joy by examining the Sources 
| ; - whence 
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whence it ought to ſpring. as to render it an acceptible Pactifite n 
fore the Throne where we have preſumed to offer it. 
At the Time of the breaking out of this War (me what more 
than three Vears is ſince elapſed) a more gloomy Proſpect had ſcarce- 
ly ever been ſeen, nor can be well imagined. Clouds were gathered 
in every Quarter, full, and burſting upon our Heads. The natural 
and moſt powerful Ally of England ready to cloſe in F riendſhip with 
its natural and moſt powerful Enemy; the Peace, F ortunes and 
Lives of our King's German Subjects neceſſarily to be ſacrificed (and 
no ſlight Sacrifice it was) to the Part his Majeſty would not fall to 
take in Defence of the moſt valuable Rights of Great- Britain: 
Thoſe who from their Situation and Engagements ought to be our 
ſureſt Friends juſt not our Enemies: The Wounds of a former War 
not well healed; a War in which the Advantages had not been ſuch 
on our Side as to make us impatient for another Conflict. Our 
Enemies had formed their Alliances, and muſt be ſuppoſed to have 
cConcerted their Plans: And our Miniſters who could not be at once 
prepared for All could only frame Conjectures which of the far di- 
vided Poſſeſſions of the Crown would be firſt attacked, and which 
ſhould be firſt defended : And Security at Home was ſtill to be their 
principal Care. 
But it was ſtill more alarming to all thinkiog Men, that wha, 
they took a ſober View of the Manners which generally prevailed 
in theſe Kingdoms, they found. too juſt Cauſe of Apprehenfion, that 
we were not built ſtrongly enough to endure the Storm that they 
ſaw impending. And it cannot be denied by any one who obſerved 
the Caſt of theſe Nations at that Time, that a ſtrong Tendency to 
Corruption had inſinuated itſelf into all Ranks of Men; that an 
Inattention to every Thing ſerious had taken the Place of all ſober 
Application: That Indolence and Idleneſs had uſurped the Sway 
over Mens Affections, and the Exerciſe of the nobler Faculties of 
human Nature ſeemed to be almoſt ſuſpended. Acquiſitions which 
would tend to the Honour and Advantage of Society were neglected; 
whilſt Mens Time and Pains were waſted in the Purſuit of trivial 
Accompliſhments, at beſt but occaſionally Ornamental. The Senſe 
of honeſt Fame ſeemed to have loſt ſo much of its natural Influence 
that it was hardly to be hoped there yet remained enough of vir- 
tuous Ambition, to encourage Men in their Purſuits after Wiſdom, 
or other more active Endowments, and to tread the Paths which 
were on one Side difficult and intricate, on the other rough and ha- 


zardous. Repreſentations of this Kind were often made, and me- 
Wii lancholy 
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lancholy Men did not fail to dwell upon them as Preſages of ap- 
proaching Diſaſters. This was the Proſpect at the breaking out of 
the War, and the Events immediately following it were anſwerably 
diſcouraging and unproſperous. Accounts of Loſſes and Misfortunes 
were poured in from every Part. The Fleets did not perform what 
vas expected. The Troops ſent to oppoſe the Progreſs of the Ene-. 
my in the Colonies fell a Prey to undiſciplined Savages. So that it 
: ſeemed as if we were a People deſerted of God, and Diſcontent, 
Diſſenſions, Diſtruſt, and univerſal Deſpondency were preparing the. 
Way for Ruin to enter in upon Us. We all ſaw this, and whoever 
will recolle& the Aſpect of Things and 'Tempers of Men in that 
1 Seaſon muſt own that this Account of it is net aggra- 
. vated. And ſurely there is no Period in Hiſtory wherein the Provi- 
. dence of God has given more evident Marks of its Interpoſition than 
in the quick and extraordinary Change that has been ſince wrought ; 
in its Extent, and in its Effects almoſt miraculous. When the Na- 
Aion was thus debilitated, when the whole Head was fick, and the 
Heart faint, had it been then afked, as it was of the Prophet *. 
Son of Man can theſe. Bones live? The moſt Preſumptuous could 
only have anſwered, O Lord God, thou Ano et. The Hopes from 
natural Cauſes were almoſt extinguiſhed, and the Spirit of God alone 
could have prophecy'd upon theſe Dry Bones, that they ſhould ſo 
ſoon come together, that the Sinews and Fleſh ſhould come upon them; 
that the Breath alſo ſhould come into them; that they ſhould liue and 
and upon their Feet, an exceeding great Army.—An Army it has 
been, which however divided by Variety of Operations in the re- 
moteſt Parts of the World, has had infuſed into it the fame and 
an equal Portion of Intrepidity, Conſtancy and Perſeverance : So 
that in the Courſe of this one Year, their Efforts have been bleſſed 
with a Concurrence of Circumſtances for the Honour and Advan- 
tage of theſe Nations, as ſcarce any preceding Age can parallel, and 
ſuch as human Wiſdom alone could neither foreſee, direct, nor exe- 
cute. To enumerate them all is not perhaps the proper Buſineſs of 
this Place; and if it were, would be more than the Buſined of one 


Day. But the laſt, the crowning Victory, as it may be called, was 
a Scene, where ſo much Conduct, Courage and Conſtancy were ex- 
hibited, that if it were not ſpoken of as the particular Object of 
our Praiſe and Gratitude, we muſt think the Duty of the Day but. 
imperfectly performed. The Difficulties of attacking or of approach- 
ing that Place had been experienced by unſucceſsful Attempts in 
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former Wars. Theſe became more formidable when it was known 
that the Enemy had collected almoſt their whole Strength to that 
Point; and they ſeem to have failed only by judging according to 
the uſual Meaſure of Events in War thoſe: Obſtacles to be inſur- 


mountable, which our Troops ſurmounted. For God renewed their 


Strength, they mounted up with Wings as Eagles, they ran and were 
not weary, they walked, and did not fuint. But, whale we exult in 
the Bravery of theſe Troops, and rejoice in the Security which the 
Succeſs of their Arms has perhaps to this very Hour afforded us, can 
We avoid mentioning the Loſs that they ſuſtained? a Loſs, which if the 
Number alone of thoſe who fell was taken into the Account, might 
appear inconſiderable, yet, to him who entertains a juſt Senſe of their 
Value, no one Man of that Number ſhould be deemed an incon- 
fiderable Loſs. But when we reflect that among thoſe who devoted 
themſelves. on that Day to the Service of their Country, he who 
was the Leader and the Life of the Enterpriſe ſtands firſt on the 
Liſt—we cannot but have many ſerious Thoughts on ſuch an Event. 
How juſtly, how ſincerely Men have been affected by it, the gene- 
ral Voice of all Ranks of People, the univerſal Damp which it has 
cauſed even in this our Day of Proſperity 1s an ample and honour- 
able Teſtimony. Here indeed, it may be ſaid, in Queſtion of the 
Doctrine I. have been endeavouring to eſtabliſh, that if Virtue entitles 
Men to the Protection and Care of Providence, it ſhould ſeem that 
of all Men the Perſon whom we now lament would have been the 
Firſt, the chief Object of that Care: That though Thouſands had 
allen at his Right Hand, his Head would have been covered in the 
Day of Battle, and his Life preſerved. I will not preſume to ſay 
in Anſwer to this, that our Joy would not have been more entire, 
nor that the Bleſſing beſtowed upon us would not have appeared 
more compleat, had that valuable Life been ſpared. —But as Expe- 
rience has often taught us that the ſevereſt Diſpenſations of Provi- 
dence have in the End produced moſt ſalutary Effects; may we not 
ſuppoſe, without Preſumption, that in this Caſe even it appeared to 
the all-ſeeing Eye, that the Cauſe of virtuous Liberty, and the na- 
tional Improvement might be more effectually promoted by the 
Fall of this eminent Perſon, —a Fall attended with ſuch Circum- 
ſtances, —than if he had lived to a long Enjoyment of the Honour 
he had acquired ?—And therefore it may have been that an End was 
1 to his ſhort but glorious Courſe, juſt as he had finiſhed the great 
Work he had in Hand. That no Time nor Accident might di- 
miniſh, no Breath of Envy might ſully the Luſtre of his W - 
„„ , But 
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But that he might remain to the preſent Generation the Object of 
unmixed Admiration, and to ſucceeding Ages the bright Example, 
to which all Men ſhould look, who ſhall hereafter aſpire to ſignalize 
themſelves in the Service of their Country. And doubtleſs many among 
thoſe who are now following in the ſame Track, of Merit, far from 
being diſcouraged by this Event, have found a freſh Spring of Glory 
riſing within — Breaſts; and when they have been joining with 
their Country in the manly Lamentations that have been poured 
out upon his Grave, have for a while loſt Sight of thoſe Honours 
and Rewards which are the Objects of worldly Ambition, and have 
ſecretly breathed a Wiſh, that it might be their Lot to die ſuch a 
Death, and that heir Latter End might be like his. „%%% 
But we have ſtill much Cauſe of ſincere and ſubſtantial Joy. And 
whoever brings into this Place thoſe Diſpoſitions which Reaſon and 
Religion dictate, will allow that the firſt and principal Source of 
our Joy lies in this Conſideration---That notwithRending any De- 
gree of Demerit on our Part the Almighty hath not forſaken us, 
nor ceaſed to be our Strength and Defence. What has determined 
his Wiſdom or inclined his Mercy to draw out the Term of his 
Fiorbearance towards a People, who cannot pretend to be worthy 
of fo much Favour, we dare not preſume to ſay. Yet we may 
imagine the Cauſe to be that as our Civil Conſtitution, could the 
Vices and Paſſions of Men be reſtrained, is of all others the beſt 
calculated to produce every ſocial Virtue ; but chiefly as the holy 
Religion which he has given for the Rule of Mens Conduct is ſtill | 
profeſſed in theſe. Countries in its genuine Simplicity ; therefore it 
may be his Pleaſure to protect us, while there is any Hope left 
that we may avail ourſelves of theſe Benefits: Aﬀording us till a 
_ gracious Opportunity of being incited by his Mercies, rather than 
Waiting for his Judgments to learn Righteouſneſs.---But can we 
think of theſe Things, and entertain a Hope, that this Religion 
and this Conſtitution will be the Cauſe of continuing much longer 
this Protection over us, if, by trampling under Foot every Ordi- 
nance divine and human we perſiſt in fruſtrating the Ends of both. 
Another Source of true and warrantable Joy will be found in con- 
ſidering, that during this ſevere Trial the national Wiſdom and na- 
tional Abilities of every Sort relative to this Trial have riſen in an 
eminent Degree above what in Reaſon could be expected, and in 
conſequence notwithſtanding any Symptoms of Depravity and Decay 
- which had appeared, there is yet enough of Vigour and Soundnels 
left, to ſhew that the Principles of Health are till alive in us. 
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For if we look back through the Courſe of ' the two Years juſt now 
elapfed, and review minutely all the Tranſactions of that buſy Pe- 
riod, it will not be eaſy to aſſign a Time in the Annals of our own, 
nor of any other Country, when the Counſels of a Kingdom have 
been directed by a clearer Spirit of Wiſdom, its Undertakings con- 
ducted with more eminent Skill, nor executed with more deter- 
mined Bravery. Theſe are genuine Sources of rational and pious 
Joy; of ſuch Joy as will expreſs itſelf with Sobriety, Modeſty and 
Humility ; for we are not to rejoice in Ravage and Bloodſhed,. nor 
in the Deſtruction of our Enemies themſelves: Chriſtianity. and 
Humanity alike forbid it. And we are beſides to conſider, that 
during the Continuance of this War every Point that is gainedys 
the Fruit of immenſe Labour, and. incredible Expence, and pur- 
chaſed with the Loſs of Lives, which muſt imbitter the Remem- 
brance of the moſt important Acquiſitions. So that whatever. our 
State may be compared with that of our leſs Succeſsful Neighbours, 
we are ſtill ſtruggling in the Heat and bearing the Burthen of a Day 
of Adverſity: And if we provoke God by our Preſumption, our In- 
gratitude, - our Pride, or by forgetting our Dependence upon him, or 
even by Inattention or Contempt of Danger, we ſhould conſider that. 
the fame Providence which has hitherto ſo wonderfully protected, can 
in one Moment (for the Winds and the Waves obey his Word) turn. 
back all our Succeſſes to our Deſtruction, Who is therefore but 
will fay with me, O thou Sword of the Lord, how long will it be ver. 
thou be quiet ? Put thyſelf up in the Scabbard and be ftill * We have 
together with our Praiſes offered up our Prayers to Almighty God, 
that he would look down with Pity upon the Countries viſited with 
the Calamities of War, put a ſpeedy End to the ſhedding of Blood, 
and let Diſcord and Animoſity ceaſe among the Nations. If this 
Prayer has not come out of feigned Lips, we ſhall betimes prepare. 
ourſelves to receive the Bleſſing of Peace with Humility and Thank-- 
fulneſs, whenever God, [that God who ruleth the Hearts of Princes. 
and teacheth Senators Wiſdom] ſhall in his Goodneſs be pleaſed to. 
reſtore it to us, and we ſhall not from a preſumptuous Confidence. 
in our paſt Succeſs form wild and extravagant Expectations which. 
in the Nature of human Affairs cannot he gratified, and which may 
tempt God to deprive us of thoſe Advantages we may reaſonably 
hope to poſſeſs. 8 LES . 
If from the whole of what has been ſaid it ſhall appear that the 
Wiſdom and the Hand of God are conſtantly and actually * 
. . . 
* Jer. 47+ v. 6. 
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the Events in which Men are here concerned; and in ſuch a Man- 
ner as to convince them that without his Help their own Wiſdom 
is but Folly, and their Strength Weakneſs ; That the Earth is weak - 
and all the Inhabiters thereof; and that he holdeth up the Pillars of it. 
It muſt follow we are to make this the firſt Object of our Attention, 
and not think it enough that we aſſent to it as a mere ſpeculative 
Truth; but lay it down as the Rule of our whole Conduct, that its 
Influence may extend itſelf through every Action of our Lives. And 
if we are convinced alſo, that the Protection of God is promiſed 
only to thofe who by the Improvement of the Talents he has en- 
truſted to them, make themſelves worthy Objects to receive it, and 
that moral Perfection is the only Road to his Favour, and the End 
of all his Diſpenſations; we may perhaps readily admit that the 
Virtues proper to human Nature are worth our Cultivation: But 
that is not enough, unleſs we infer alſo, what upon examining we 
ſhall certainly find, that this religious Dependence is the only ſure 
Guide to this Perfection; and that a Belief and a Confidence in. 
God's Providence is the only Foundation upon which any durable 
Merit can be built. In the Morning of Life many Bloſſoms may 
come out with a fair and promiſing Appearance, but no Fruit will 
grow to Maturity unleſs it is grafted on this Stock. There may be 
the faint Shadowings, but not the Subſtance of any Virtue or Ex- 
cellency : There may be raſh Courage without Fortitude, Obſtinacy 
without Stability, and Craft without Wiſdom : But all theſe will be 
lite the Duft that is blown away with the Wind : Like a thin Froth 
that is driven away with the Storm; lite as the Smoke which is diſperſed: 
here and there with a Tempeſt, and paſſeth away as the Remembrance 
Fa Gueſt that tarrieth but a Day *, 55 „ 
Next to this our principal Duty, we are to pay all due Reſpect 
and Acknowledgments to thoſe our Governors whom God has made 
the Inſtruments of conveying his Bleſſings to Us, to animate and 
encourage Them by our Gratitude, and to ſecond the honeſt Efforts 
They are daily making for our Security and Protection. We of this 
Nation muſt be loſt to all proper Sentiments if we do not ſee and 
acknowledge the Happineſs of our own Condition. The Rleſſings 

of Peace we have enjoyed without Interruption ; and in the Courſe. 
of this Year, in Part the Effect of ſalutary Laws procured for Us, 

"the full Bleſſings of Plenty; and our inteſtine Animoſities are com- 

8 The Senſe of the Mildneſs of the Government we live un- 

der has extended itſelf ſo far that even among thoſe whoſe. religious 
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Errors have been the Means of their being deprived of the full Be- 
nefits of a free Conſtitution, there have of late appeared Diſpoſitions 
which are extremely laudable and which ſurely ought to meet with 
every Encouragement that can be thought conſiſtent with Prudence 
and our own Security. In Return of all theſe Advantages we are 
very ungrateful or very inconſiderate if we do not entertain a juſt 
Senſe of the Wiſdom, and unblemiſhed Integrity, which are now 
preſiding over Us. But upon this Head I truſt no Admonitions are 
wanted. None can certainly be wanted upon what I ſhall in the 
laſt Place propoſe, —That we offer up our devouteſt Prayers to God, 
that He will ſhew his Favour to theſe Nations by preſerving the 
Life of our moſt gracious King; by continuing to proſper his Arms 
until by his farther Bleſſing the Glories-and Friumphs of War ſhall 
be exchanged for a ſolid and laſting Peace; by lengthening his Days, 
that He may enjoy the Fruits of his own Cares and Labours : And 
when it ſhall pleaſe his Almighty Wiſdom to call Him full of Years 
and Honour to the Kingdom of eternal Happineſs and Reſt ; that 
the Heir of his temporal Crown may reap a full Harveſt from the 
Seeds which have now been ſown ; and that he and his Pofterity may 
for Ages to come reign over a proſperous, and a righteous People:— 
A People who ſhall know that God is the King of all the Earth, and 

ſhall ling their Praiſes with Underſtanding. | 


THE END. 
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